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IMPACT OFTHE GOVERNOR’SPROPOSEDBUDGET ON THE SAFETY NET IN
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

The Governor’sProposedBudget containsa numberof proposalsthat will affect the
most vulnerablepopulationsandcommunitiesin Los AngelesCounty. Viewed by itself,
eachof theproposalsis understandablein light of theState’sbudgetsituation, Viewed
collectively, however, the proposedreductionsin health and humanservices,juvenile
justice, and general governmentwould resuvt in increasedburdens on our neediest
residentsand weakenthe County’s capacity to provide them with assistance, The
foflowing providesdetailson someof themostsignificant impacts.

ProtectingInvestmentsin Health

More than two milfion County residentsare uninsured,and approximatelyone million
more are underinsuredwith limited accessto healthservices. Budgetproposalsto cap
enrollment in programsthat provide essentiaDhealthcareserviceswould make a bad
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situationevenworse. On an annualbasis,nearly45,000childrencould be prevented
from enrolling in Healthy Families, medically vulnerablechildrenwould be placedon a
wait list for California Children’s Services (CCS), and by the end of this year,
approximately1,620 individuals would be on a wait list for the AIDS Drug Assistance
Program (ADAP), unable to accesslife-sustaining medication, If adopted, these
proposalswould reversetheprogressthat California hasmade in reducingthenumber
of uninsuredchildren, weakenCalifornia’s longstandingcommitmentto providecareto
children with congenitaland disabling condiflons, and deny accessto life-extending
treatmentfor personswith HIV.

MaintainingCritical SocialServices

Over 1.6 million County residentslive in poverty, including over 600,000 children,
A safety net consisting of income and food assistance,as well as targeted social
services,is essentialto stabilize the lives of the County’s poor children, families, and
vulnerable adults, and provide them with an opportunity to becomeself-sufficient,
Budgetproposalsthatrestrict the County’sability to heHp parentsmove from welfareto
work, make assistanceto children subjectto sanctionsand time limits, and reducethe
amountof grants,will havesignificant negativeconsequenceson needyfamilies and
will almostcertainly leadto an increasein the morethan 3,400 homelessCaIWORKs
families in the County. Proposedreductionsin Food Stampassistancewill increasethe
estimated770,000adults in the County who worry whetherthey will haveenoughfood
eachday. And, elimination of the IHSS ResidualProgramwill result in the denial or
disruption of cost-effective,home-basedsupport servicesto over 20,000 vulnerable
persons,many of whom are likely to end up in far more costly hospitalizationsor
nursinghomestays.

HelpingJuvenileOffenders

Over 30,000juvenile offendersare supervisedby the County Probation Department
annually, including 4,500 in 18 residential camps and the Dorothy Kirby Center.
The campsallow the County to hold chronic offenders accountable,while seekingto
stabilize their lives through counselingand educationalservices,including vocational
skills. The County’s probationcampsare a cost-effectiveway to help troubled youth
straightenout their lives at far lesscostto taxpayersthancommitmentto the California
Youth Authority (CYA). The Administration’s proposalto eliminate TANF funding for
juvenile probation -~ a loss of $83 million annually to the County — would force the
closureof thesefacilities andresultin thecommitmentof approximately1,000youthsto
CYA and the placementof 1,000 in group homes. Becauseof the highercostsand
longer averagelength of CYA commitmentsand group homeplacements,by the first
full year this curtailment is in effect — FY 2005-06 — the State’sincreasedcostswill
exceedits projectedsavingsby over$30 million.
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AssuringLivable Communities

The County’s library system serves more than 2.5 million borrowers who make
11 million visits annually. The County also operates80 local and community parks
offering social, recreational,andcultural benefitsto almost10 million County residents.
The Administration’s proposal to take over $300 million of property taxes from the
County could result in an $8 million dollar reduction in library services,causingthe
closure of 16 libraries, as well as a 29 percent reduction in library service hours.
In addition to the closure of six or more parks, recreationalprogramsthat provide a
safe,neighborhoodopportunityfor needychildrenandtheirfamilies to play togetherand
learn social and athletic skills, would have to be sharply reduced. The elimination of
servicessuchastiny tots programs,after-schoolprograms,computerclubs,day camps,
andseniorprograms,to mentionjust a few, will diminish the quality of life in manyof our
poorestneighborhoods.

In those caseswhere there is existing Board policy to maintain the safety net, our
Sacramentorepresentativeswill opposetheseproposalsduring legislativehearingson
the Governor’sBudget.

We will continueto keepyou advised,
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